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The Dingley Law.

Fasily the wildest statement in ecircula-
tion about the tariff is that declaring that
the successful prosecution of the war
with Spain saved the republican party
from defeat In 1900.

We are asked to believe that the Ding-
lev law was a fallure. and that had the
McKinlev administration been oblized to
etand upon it disaster would have been
certaln in the appeal for indorsement that
Year.

To support the contention reference ls
made to the speech at Buffalo in Septem-
ber, 19%01—his last speech—in which Mr.
McKinley asked for a revigion of the law.
That del'verance. it is asserted, con-
demned the republican tariff action of
1997, taken only four vears before.

Rot! The very orposite is true. Early

revision was asked becrause of the ex-
traordinary success of the Dinglev law.
Tt had mere than accomplished all that
had been promised and vowed In its name,
and had created a situation calling for
attention.
* The Dingley law was frankly a protec-
tion measure It was enacted at a time
when business was. and for several vears
had been. greatly depressed. It took the
place of a measure which, thoush carry-
ing manv protection duties. had falled be-
canse of its hugger-mueger character. An
effort to odee bv juggling campajgn
promises of a tariff for revenue only had
brought the authors, and through them
the country, to grief.

Four years of the Dingley law had as-
sisted In producing a business situation
the very ooposite of that existing when
the republicans returned to power. De-
pression had given way to great confi-
dence and prosperity. An army of canable
men forced into sudden Idleness had re-
turned to work and good wages. Soup
houses had been succeeded by the family
table. Gloom had been dispersed, and a
flood of light poured over the country

What Mr. McKinley asked at Buffalo,
therefore, was the readjustment of rates
of customs duties which had been fixed
for times of need to times of plenty. te
had not changed his views an fota about
the principle of protection. He was not
condemning, but praising, the Dingley law.
He was pointing out that it had  worked’
so well, 1t could now at the end of a short
period of four years stand revigion in the
interests of a restored prosperity.

Mr. ley would have been re-elect-
ed if the United States and Spain had
never gone to war. The Dingley law alone
would have insured suocess. But, added to
that, the republicans had as an asset the
renomination of Mr. Bryan by their op-
ponents on a platform reafirming the
free-silver dogma, and that made assure
ande of triumph at the polls doubly sure.

> P

Rep. Prouty’s Unwritten Bill.

As long as Representative Prouty's
bill for the reorganization of the Dis-
trict municipal system remains un-
written it is not a subject that should
give serious concern to the residents
of Washington who regard the organic
act as something essential to local wel-
fare. Particularly as Mr. Prouty does
not propose to present his measure for
the repeal of the half-and-half pro-
vision of law until the’next session of
Congress, this proposed change should
not be viewed with alarm by the Dis-
triect. Nevertheless his announcement
that he contemplates drafting, present-
ing and pushing a bill to throw the
District municipality upon its own re-
sources for maintenance is in {itself
calculated to cause some apprehension.
The organic act has been the object
of attack and hostility for a good
many years, and from time to time
members of Congress have thundered
loudly against it and some have
souzht to undermine it by quiet meth-
ods that have produced only small
resuits, without seriously weakening
the fundamental principle of half-and-
half federal participation in the ex-
pense of maintaining the District gov-

point at which it can be seriously con-
gidered as suggesting a practical
method of maintalning the capital
snunicipality.
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so strong & claim? He first converted
Mr. Wilson to what is called Bryanism,
and then nominated him for President
But for Mr Bryan, Champ Clark would
now be awaiting fnauguration as Mr.
Taft's successor. The work of Col. Har~
vey and James Smith, jr., and Chalirman

comparison with Mr. Bryan's for Mr.
Wilson.
And why make great success at the bar
& test for am occupant of the State De-
partment? The record in both Great
Britain and America does not authorise
it. Chatham was not a great lawyer,
and yet his country was never so strong
abroad as in his day. And neither Can-
ning, Falmerston, Beaconsfleld nor Glad-
stone had standing except as great politi-
clans and parilfamentary orators. Yet all
but: Gladstone had large success in office
with foreign affairs, and Mr. Gladstone
was no slouch. He was ahead of his time
in appraising the Turk, and recommend-
ing treatment of him.
Some great lawyers have served in our
State Department without adding to thelr
public reputations. Who but students of
history know that John Marshall served
a short time as Secretary of State? What
did his service In the State Department
profit Mr. Webster's fame? And Mr.
Evarts’ fame was not Increased by his
seat at Mr. Hayes' cabinet table. Mr.
Root's case is an exception. The leader
of the American bar developed high abil-
ity also for our foreign affairs.
On the other hand, Mr. Jefferson, John
Quincy Adams, Henry Clay, James G.
Blaine and John Hay were all very suc-
cessful in the State Department, and of
this number only Mr. Jefferson and Henry
Clay were lawyers, and Mr, Clay “not to
hurt'il
Mr. Bryan's legal equipment, though
slender, is probably the equal of Mr.
Clay’'s. Mr. Clay's force was in popular
oratory and party leadership. So is Mr.
Bryan's. And Mr. Bryan scores one oOn
Mr. Clay as a party leader. Though un-
able so far to reach the White House
himself, he "has the satisfaction of seeing
his convert and protege on the ‘way there.
He may not care for the place, but the
offer of it to him is expected by many
of his friends, and, so far, no good rea-
son has been given why Mr. Wilson
should not adopt the suggestion.

B oo me.

Golden Cln;noel to Do Good.

Those who want to give to cliarity for
specific purposes should study the list of
fourteen opportunities chosen by the
Asgsociated Charities for specific appeal
to the benevolent at this Christmas sea-
son. First is the case of a widowed
mother with five children under twelve
years. By the aid of $10 a week this
family can be kept together. The in-
come now is $5 a week, three of which
the various members of the family scrape
together by small employment. while $2
is contributed by a church. So for $260
a VYear additional this woman and her
little ones c¢an be maintained decently.
Who will help this brave woman to Keep
her children under her own care?

Next is the case of an eighteen-year-old
girl, who was her widowed mother’'s chief
support when tuberculosis attacked her.
If she can be kept in a sanitarium for a
year she may be saved. It wlill cost $176
to put this girl where her health can
be restored. Who will give part of this
fund to save a life?

Next comes the case of a deserted wife
with four chiidren, one a new-born baby,
the father having disappeared some
months ago without subsequent trace of
him. Members of the wife's family are
paying her rent, the church {s supplylng
her fuel and she Is earning a 1ittl8 money
sewing. Still there is a deficit, and $156
will meet it and enable this victim of a
cruel man's heartlessness to maintain her
family. Surely, a golden opportunity for
a Sama:itan.

Here agaln are two young people, man
and wife, both blind, with five chlldren.
It will take $260 to maintain this home
against the handicaps under which the
father and mother are suffering. Santa
Claus has here a splendid chance to ac-
complish a practical result.

These are four of the fourteem oppor-
tunities, typical cases, calculated to ap-
peal strongly to every heart and to win
results for the Christmas charity fund.
Every one of these cases and all the
other ten are known to be genuine.
Thére can be no imposition and every
dollar given will go to its specified ob-
jeét. Let every penny, then, of the $2,776
needed to supply all these needs be sub-
scribed by Christmas morning. 4

The “Spugs.”
There i3 no reason why everybody
should not be a “spug.” that is to say, a
member of the Boclety for the Preven-
tion of Useleas Giving. Unquestionably
there has been a great deal of Christmas
giving of this kind in the past, gifts of
utterly impractical articles, trumpery
trinkets that hardly last the time of tak-
ing home, gaudy gewgaws of no artistic
value and silly affectations that represent
only a waste of money. The giving of
such things at Christmas time is by mno
means a recognition of the spirit of the
season. To be sure, any gift is a token
of loving"memory and should be accepted
as such. But how much better is a pres-
ent that becomes an intimate part eof
life, something that is useful and prac-
tical? The Soclety for the Prevention of
Useless Giving requires no organization.
It should have no officers, no headquar-
ters, no lterature, beyond the announce-
ment of its existence as a common sense
force. The merchants need have no ap-
prehension on this score. However many
“gpugs” there are, trade will continue to
be just as brisk as the supply of funds
permits. The purposs of this movement is
to direct Christmas buying and giving
inte more useful channels and to elim-
inate the trifiing, meaningless and waste-
ful traffic that now constitutes a large
part of Christmas remembrance.
i

In a few months Mr. Wilson will be
thinking of those happy days in Ber-
muds when a snapshot photographer was
the greatest peril he had to face.

Cr=aeR
A neat and eomfortable fire insurance
policy makes a suitable gift for the man
who wears woolen whiskers while light-
ing the Christmas tree.

s A
Objection to “useless giving” is modi-

The ungovernable Gov. Blease has re-
turned home proud of his expérience at
Richmond, and rejoicing in the motice it
If he has sald any-
country he is glad of
portion of the
capable of shock on the sub-
of his Richmond deliverance!

Well, of course. A man of the Blease
stripe is not easily rebuked. He thrives
upon criticism, and invites it. Better a
severe notice than mno notice at all, and
when the notice is severe, the severer the
better. The South Carolina executive is
of the yellow school of statesmanship.
He guarantess a giggle or a thrill with
every public address. He strives fto
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McCombs, wiile meritorious, is small by
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thelr dissent. The four votes cast against
the resolution of censure did not eéxpress
agreement with the speaker, but only the
opinion that the meeting was not empow-
ered to take such notice of the outrage.

Unless details are given, the public, out
of respect to the puhlic, will choose to
believe that Gov. Blease’s desk has not
been heaped with the communications he
describes, and that those he had received
have not come from truly representative
sources. That there .are men in South
Cirolina and elsewhere—north as well as
south—who applaud revolutionary utter-
ances by public*men cannot be- doubted.
And ‘the hotter the utterances, the loudei
the applause. There is some applause
for even the man who shouts, “To hades
with everything!"

But such men are not in the majority
anywhere; and although Gov. Blease as-
sumes that they dominate South Carelina,.
the fact has yet to be demonstrated. As
he has announced for the United Btates
Senate, he should poll the state on his
Richmond speech, and. its logical bearing
on public questions. How many of the
men who put him in the governor's chair
on issues of local Interest will vote to
send him to Washington to participate in°
national legislation with representative
men of national reputation and accepted
by the country as worthiyy of their places?

The Canal Work,

With the completion of the Panama
canal ‘the American disposition to start
nothing that cannot be finished will have
recelved a further demonstration before
the world. At no time since this great
work was undertaken has there been any
doubt here as to its completion. The dif-
ficulties in the way were fully appreciated
and it was known that the project would
call for an Immense sum of money and
for persistent actlvity. But no one ques-
tioned the successful termination of the
work, especially after the first trium-
phant attack upon the insanitary condi-
tions that prevalfed in the Canal Zone.
Col. Gorgas having cleared out the yellow
fever and malaria and found ways and
means of enabling white mien to live and
work in those conditions, the task that
was ultimately undertaken by Col.
Goethals became physically feasible of
accomplishment. -It ;was then a matter
of organization and administration, to-
gether with an adequalteé supply of funds.
The' money has been forthcoming without
check and the engineers and administfa-
tive officers have accomplished their part
of the assignment satisfactorily. As an
indication that there {sino_slackening.in
the pace,of the work in the Canal Zone
appears the announcement from Colon that
at the end of November the construction
force; of the canal was' the largest in the
history’ of the work. There were then
undet employment 40,150 men. On the
construction of the lock gateés alone about
4,000 men were engaged. Here is a veri-
table army, a force that might maintain
a military campaign, engaged in a wide
variety of occupations, mixing concrete,
running locomotives and steam shoveis,
handling small tools, repairing machin-
ery, . carpentering, plumbing, surveying,
cooking, bookkeeping, supervising, polic-
ing, doing the thousand and one things
that go to make up the total of the canal
construction activity. Those who have
witnessed the progress of the work from
time to time realize the remarkable com-
plexity and perfectisn of organization.
Nothing is left to chance. This work has
been administered as would a - business,
and the greatest triumph of all is that it
is now approaching completion weil with-
in the -originally estimated time,

- = e

Theodore Roosevelt is a member of the
Soclety for the Prevention of Useless
Giving. It is not to be assumed that
Col. Roosevelt’'s action is prompted by
any resentful recollection of certain gifts
to the National Museum.

. e

On thinking the matter over Sir Wilfrid
Laurier evidently concludes that a man
who wants to remain in the public eye
must pay more or less attention to cur-
rent popular taste. 2
. e =

The fact that Greece and Turkey are
not on speaking temms will hardly be al-
lowed to jeopardize the peace of Europe.

| e e e Rt

Sincere respect for a tradition does not
cavil on technicalities. If there is no
mistietoe, holly will do.

-— =D i

Atlantic City is busily pursuing graft-
ers. No form of sport is neglected at the
Atlantic coast's greatest amusement re-
sort.

e

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Another Theorist.

“Why did they throw Bliggins out of
the debating soclety?”

‘“He's too optimistic to help an argu-
ment along. He says he thinks the high
cost of living is due simply to the fact
that people have more money than they
gsr E-d before and are willing to spend

Limitations.

“Is your wife a suffragette?”

“Yes,”” replied Mr. Meekton. “To a
certain extent. She thinks she ought to
have the ballot, but she knows a lot of
;omen who she is sure do not deserve

Sad Spectacle.
Of all sad sights the saddest one,
‘When all is sald and all is done,
Is that poor chap whose simple class
In social muster will not pass,
‘Who has big feet and clumsy hands
And etiquette misunderstands—
Who sits out in the kitchen while
His wife gives teas and puts on style.

No Escape. _

“1 got arrested again on account of that
automobile of mine,” remarked Mr. Chug-
gins.

“Exceeding the speed limit?”

“No. On the cojtrary, it wouldn't
move, and & policeman overheard what I
said about it.”

Sporting With Destinies.

“I am looking for an honest man,” sald
Diogenes. ’

“What will you do with him when you
find him?’ y

“I'll entice him into a political fight and
see how long he can last.”

“What makes you so sure your wife
hasn't much respect for you?"’

“The kind of cigars she always gives
me at Christmas.” -

The Question.

His forehead wore a solemn frown?
His lips were tightly pressed;

His glances wandered up and down,
Nor .knew & moment’'s rest.

He was a youth of features fine;
His moblly face had caught

In every angile, curve and line
The impress of deep thought,

FEDERAL BUREAU -OF EDUCATION

.

Every state in the Union manages its
own affairs in regard to education. Con-
e Sequently there are *‘forty-
Clearing  eight varieties,” each re-
Houst flecting the individuality of
’ its respéctive state, yet re-
sembling.the others. Through such con-
ditions the need arose for- a co
meeting ground, upon which matters of
mutual intérest could be discussed, where
informhation could be secured and -im-
provements propagated. For any single
state or group to undertake the estab-
lishment of a bureau which would have
fulfilled these needs would have been umn-

fair to the others. It was thus necessary |t

for the United States government to
establish an office which ghould meet the
demands. This was done nearly fifty
years ago, the department of education
being thé result. .

“The establishment of this central agency
was urged upon by leading- edu-
eators, and: February 14, 1888, a memorial
of the National Association of State and
City 1 Superintendents was present-
ed in favor of it and at the same time

'Gen. James A. Garfiald presented a bill to

Congress, which became a law March 2,
1867, providing for the present bureau.
The act defined its establishment as be-
ing ‘for the purpose of collecting such

.statistics and facts as shall show the con-

dition. and progress of education In the
geveral states and territories, and of dif-
fusing such Information respecting the or-
ganization and management of schools
and school aystems and methods of teach-
ing, as shall aid the people of the United
States in the establishment and mainte-
mance of efficlent school systems, and
otherwise promote the cause of educption
throughout the country.”

*
* X
Since the beginning the - promotion

of *“the cause of education throughout
the country” has been the

Federal major object of the bureau,
BFach successive commis-
Effort. sioner of education has en-

deavored to bring the educational sys-
tem of the country as a whole up to the
highest possible standard, to make it
possible for every child in the land to
récelve an education, and, furthermore,
to make an education so desirable that
évery child would want one. 3

Henry Barnard of Connecticut was
the first commissioner of education,
serving three years. It was during his
term of office that .tne act of Congress
was passed changing the name of “De-
partment of Education" to ‘‘Bureau of
Education,” and attaching it to the De-
partment of the Interior. Gen. John
Baton, the successor of Dr. Barnard,
served about fifteen years. Under his
regime the portion of the act outlining
‘the collection of information was given
particular impertance.
facts collected respecting educational
matters in the United States, but from
foreign countries as well. The result
was thdat a comparison between any two
or more states in the Union cou'd be
made, or with forelgn countries, In addi-
tion to laying the foundation of a phare
of educational work which has developed
unti! at the present time it is one of the
most important of the bureau's duties.

S0 successful was the bureau of educa-
tion that in, 1884 Congress directed the
Secretary of the Interlor to make pro-
vision for the educaiion of children ot
school age in the Térritory of Alaska, a
duty which was placed the following
vear upon the commissioner of educa-
tion. The latter part of 1886 Gen. Eaton
was succeeded by Dr. Nathaniel H. R.
Dawson, who served as head of the
bureau until 1829. TUnder Dr. Dawson
was begun the issuance of circulars on
the history of higher education in the
fevera! states which p-oved valuable ad-
ditions to the educational literature of
the countrv. Following Dr. Dawson
came Dr. Willlam T. Harrls. who served
almost seven years, It was during his
administration that the work of the
bureen was enlarged to include the syper-
vislon of the expenditure of those funds
granted - annuallv by Cong-ess to col-
legeg of agricu'tural and mechonic arts
established In the various states, each
atate recelvineg £30 000, making an annual
tota! of almost $2,00M.00). ‘The intro-
duction of the domestic relndeer service
for the benefit of the “‘natives of Alaska
was bezun in 1802, and nlaced In charge
of the bureau of edneation in eonnection
with the school work there.

*
de X

In 198 Dr. Elmer E. Brown became
commissioner of education. Up to that

. time the work of collert-
Exvanding Inez ana distributine in-
the Work

formation was aceom-

* plished by corresnondence,

Two new bureaug were established under
his administration. with a field force of
speclalists. The work of standardizing
higher educational Iinstitutions, bezun
under Dr. Brown, iz being continued by
the specialist in higher education. Thefe
is great diversity in this country In the
quantity and quality of work demanded
for degrees by the educational institu-
tions in the various states and urgent
need for a proper classification. This is
being made by the epecialist in higher
education, by personal inspection and ex-
amination of the records of graduates
who have gone to other institutions for
advanced study. Although the work re-
quires great tact and judgment, it is
hoped that within the courfe of a few
years an accurate and satisfactory classi-
fication of institutions will be made. ’
Dr. P. P. Claxton became the present
commissioner of education in 1911 Fol-
lowing In the footsteps of his various
predecessors, Dr. Claxton is going even
further, for he Is endeavoring to bring

L the bureau into more direct relations with

the actual workers in the fleld of educa-
tion. This is being accomplished by secur-
ing ‘“special collaborators,” persona act-
ively engaged in school affaire. Two new
divisions have also been established, the
division of rural educatlon and the djvi-
sion of school sanitation.

In the first enactment Congress pro-
vided for a commissioner of education
and three clerks, the total salaries
amounting to less than $10,000. Today the
staff of the bureau consists of seventy-
one persons, including eleven special col-
laborators, while the appropmation for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1912, was
$201,800, of which amount $200,000 was ap-
propriated for education of the natives of

Most Interesting of all the work done by
the bureau Is that of educating the echil-
dren of Alaska, that bureau being in
charge of Willlam T. Lopp. During the
fiscal year just closed the fleld force
of the Alaska school service con-
sisted of 5 superintendents, 110 teachers,
7 physicians, 7 nurses, 2 contract physi-
clans and 2 hospital attendants. At the
86 public schools maintained an enroll-
ment of 4,018 was recorded, with an aver-
age attendance of 1,805. The bare figures
show the scope of the work being done.
In speaking of conditions there Dr. Clax-
ton said:

“Without neglecting the work of the

————————————————————

Not only were|]

schoolrooms and the sanitary work in the
villages during the year, special attention
has been given to the medical work
among the natives, which includes the
maintenance of two hospitals under the
management of the bureau. Of .the ap-
tion ; for education in Alaska for

the year, 926 was expended in the
friedical work.” Il X
Following anh investigation of health

conditions among thé natives of southern
Alaska made by Passed Assistant Sur-
geon Milton H. Fostef, the surgeon gen-
eral of the public, health and marine hos-
tal service detalled Passed Assistant

urgeon -Emil Krulish for service in

Alaska for an indefinite period under the
direction of the commissioner of educa-

on.
The Alaska reindeer service has been
made a- part of the educational work
there, and one of the most successful of
the industrial training branches. A well
or ized system of reindeer apprentice-
ship is in operation. Reindeer meat,
hides and horns have commercial value
and can he made a profitable industry for
the natives. Under the system followed
by the bureau, an apprentice upon be-
coming capable of caring for the animals
Is paid for his term ‘of apprenticeship in
reindeer. Reports for the fiscal year 1911
show that there were 33,629 reindeer in
Alagka, distributed among forty-six herds.
Of that number 60 per cent, or 20,071,
were owned by 460 natives: 11 per cent,
or 3,951, were owned by the United States;
14 per cent, or 4,663, were owned by mis-
sions, and 15 per cent, or 4,944, were
owned by Lapps. So jmportant has this
enterprise become, not 'alone from the
standpoint of the United States, but the
natives of Alaska as well, that the young
Eskimos who are not apprenticed with the
herds are losing caste with the native
girls, as the latter have no favors to be-
stow except upon prospective reindeer
owners. Inasmuch as the number of ap-
prentices that can be emploved is less
than the number of applicants, the situa-
tion s unfortunate for many ambitious
yYoung natives,
4

* X

Bufficient meat being secured from the

reindeer to supply the native villages, ex-
i portation has been begun.
Reindeer In October, -1911, the first
shipment of ®eindeer meat

Hﬂt. left Nome for Seattle, con-
sisting of about 125 carcasses, or 18,760
pounds. This found such a ready sale in
Seattle as to warrant the belief that the
exportation. of reindeer meat from Alaska
will eventually become an industry of ex-
tensive proportions. .

Aside from the Alaska division, the bu-
reau of education is composed of eight
other divisions, being the divisions of
higher education, school hyglene and san-
ftation, school administration. rural edu-
cation, statistics, library, editorial and
correspondence and records.

Kendrick C. Babcock is chief of the
division of higher éducation. Under him
Investigations are made pertaining to all
matters affecting higher educational in-
stitutions, Including professional schools
and normal schools. Under Fletcher B.
Dressler, chlef af the division of school
hy¥glene and sanitation, ¢come all matters
pertaining to the construction, ventila-
tion and heating of school buildines, med-
ieal inspectlon and hyglene in general.
The division of school administration, In
charge of Harlan Updegraff, deals with
the collectton and compilation of sta-
tistical and othér data respecting state
and city school systems, including school
leglslation. Arthur C. Monahan, acting
chief of the divislon of rural education,
Is starting the work of the youngest divi-
slon of the bureau This, established De-
cember, 1911, embodles one of the spec’al
ambitions of Commissioner: Claxton, the
uplifting of rural school conditions. Edu-
cated among the rural sgchools of the
south after the war, Dr. Claxton Is in a
position to know the most urgent needs
of such schools, and through this division
is endeavoring to better their conditions.
The duties of the division embody the im-
provement of rural schools in general,
and especially the preparation of teachers
for rural schools, the improvement of sub-
course of study by the inclusion of sub-
jects especially appropriate for rural com-
munities.
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In the statistical dlvision under Alex-
ander Summers are collected and com-
! piled all the data relative to
Work of secondary schools, commer-

e cial schools, schools for the
Divisions colored race, reformschools,
institutions for the deaf, dumb, blind and
feeble-minded, and libraries. The edito-
rial division, with James . Boykin as
chief, has charge of the preparation of all
manuscripts, indexing of publications, the
preparation and issuance of circulars, and
also the collection and preparation of ma-
terial relating to education Iin foreign
countries. The division of correspondence
and records, under Lovick Pierce, has
charge of the malls and files, and the dis-
tribution of publications, while the 1i-
brary division, In charge of John D. Wol-
cott, has charge of the library, containing
approximately 135,000 volumes and pam-
phlets on education. This divisi n also
prepares and furnishes to Iinvestigators
numerous bibliographies on various phases
of education. :

The volume of work passing through
these various divisions in a single year
is enormous. The statistical division,
for example, in one year collected, tabu-
lated and summarized statist’cs relative
to 10,234 public high schools, 1,979 private
high schools, 477 summer schools, 363
manual and technical training schools,
600 commercial schools, 388 colored
schools, 115 staté reformatories, 53 iIn-
stitutions for the blind, 130 institutions
for the deaf and 45 institutions for the
feeble-minded, or a total of 14384 In
addition, a.special tabulation was made
regarding 10,068 public high schools, for
which purpose it was necessary to send
out 42,881 schedules in separately ad-
dressed envelopes. A special inquiry con-
cerning the teaching of agriculture was
sent to 3,937 high schools, as well as a
special request to 14,000 public and pri-
vate high schools to obtain lists of teach-
ers and pupils. Another example is the
correspondence division, which, in a sin-
gle year, handled 45,543 incoming letters
and distributed 197,530 coples of the pub-
lications of the bureau. i

Aside from the annual report, whjch
forms a part of the printed matter got-
ten out by every government offlce, the
bureau of education usually issues bul-
letins irregularly, only as the need arises,
One publication, however, forms an im-
portant part of the bureau’s work. This
i the ‘“Monthly Record of Current Edu-
cational Publications,” and is prepared
by the library division. Varying accord-
ing to the amount of material published,
this little work lists every book, pam-
phlet, puolication of associations, and
separate articles dealing with education,
together with notes. In this way edu-
cators at a glance can see just what is
being published in their line, a fact
which has made this particular work ons
of the most popular and important o
any printed by the United States gov-
ernment.

THE ARMAGEDDON REUNION AT GHICAG

From the Pittsburgh Post. |

The progressives at Chicago got down
t9 ‘real husiness” yesterday, but it is
very apparent that the country is losing
no time watching the proceedings.*®

From the Memphis Commercial Appeal.

Gov. Hi Johnson says “the third party
can wait.”” Perhaps, but every walter
doesn't get a tip.

From the Hartford Courant. ’ <
History sometimes repeats; hysteria
also. Witness this week’'s highly emo-
tional cheering, bandanna waving, hymn
singing, etc., at Chicago, when a gradu-
ate of the revival meeting put T. R. in
nomination for the presidency in 1816.

From the Hartford Times.
Still, if the republican party would
mise to mominate the colonel in 1916
ﬂmm:sht not seem B0 necessary to put it

out of business.

keepers should be enthusiastic supporters
of the bull moose movement, and will
probably continue such allegiance .as long
as the members of the new party de-
scend on that town for its big barbecues
and conferences.

From the Springfield Union. :

It still seemg to remain for one man
to tell the progressive party what it is
and what it shall do:

From the Albany Evening Journal. '
Why not change the name to Chicar-
mageddon?

From the Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch.

‘“‘Roosevelt stands by Perkins in the
bull moose conference.” The colonel is
not a soldier to overlook the commissary.

From the Enoxville Sentinel.

Peace has been restored in the Long-
worth family, but the colonel is still un-
able to forgive the republicans.

From the St. Louls Post-Dispatch.

Iglth. gﬁm ives at Chicago are going

to hunt

- Book.'r Paerln“-r.'t::y should remem-
X as n’

S ngton's warning

after 'possums.

rabbit dogs when you go

FIFTY - YRARS AGO |
IN THE STAR

It required but little to start rumors of
all sorts of distress and suffering on the

part of soldiers and
!llle Beporh inmates of military
Corrected.

“  Hospitals auring the

 e¢lvil war, - Such re=

ports came into circulation about this

time fifty years ago, lead!ntmthepub-

licition of the following in The Star of
December 8, 1862: '

“The public should know~that much of
a current outcry about the suffering con-
dition in the tonvalescents’ camp near
Alexandria 18 of a plece with the original
outcry against the management.of the
hospital in Alexandria, when it was sworn
that the inmates were forced to get their
soup out of swill tubs, which, on real in-
vestigation, was proved to be a malicious
falsehood.. There Is no truth in the story
that sevem men froze to death there dur-
ing one night of the current cold spell.
Investigation already made proves that
_there have been but two sudden deaths
there of late, though its population num-
bers full 14,000 souls, most of them in-
va'ids—one of a man who dled almost in-
stantly of heart disease, another of a
man who was found dead in his com-

fortable bed.

“There is no better arranged or con-
structed camp in the country. The only
difficulty is the fact that the woods from
which its fuel is obtained is distant two
miles, and its officers did not take the

precaution to get in a proper supply of
it beforehand to meet the requirements
of such a cold spell as the present oneé.
They are vo:unteer paroled officers main-
ly, who, we apprehend, do not yet know
their duties in such matters. It may be
that the camp is not properly supplied
with wagons by the quartermaster’s de-
partment. Both these matters may be in-
stant.y and easily rectified by proper at-
tention. The ideéa of a subcommittee of
that interminable war committee of Con-
Bress running around hunting up a new
location for the camp, hoever, embraces
no more folly than that power-in-the-
state is in the habit of manifesting on
simflar sensational vccasions. If a change
is necessary there are housés enough to
be had in Alexandria to accommeodate the
J{ whole camp. If not, there are certainly
experienced camp selectors in the serv-
ice here,who can do their work infinite'y
better than a committee of Congress. We
may add that additional blankets are
probably wanted there just mow, as in
every camp. The qudrtermaster’s de-
partment can probably instantly supply
this deficiency, we apprehend.”
- *
% *

When the war broke out it so chanced
that one of the first engagements in this

: part of ‘the country
Washington’s was at Fairfax Court
Will Hidden.

House, where George
Washington's will had
been on official file for many vears. In
the confusion of the times attention was
! distracted from the fact that this precious
document was in danger of be'ng de-
stroved or stolen until the winter of 1882,
when it was reported that the will had
been actually abstracted from its place
of custody and had found its way to the
British Museum in London. In The Star
of December 9, 1862, is this paragraph:
_“A Fairfax correspondent of the Repub-
lican assures the publie this moming that
Washington’s last will and testament is
not in the Britich Museum, as alleged,
but safe somewhere in Culpeper, having
been deposited there for safekeeping by
the late Alfred Moss, county clerk of
Fairfax county. We can have no doubt
of the fact if it was in the care of Alfred
Moss. Though a persistent rebel, he was
the fiduciary man of his county, the
soul of integrity of purpose In all his
acts as a public officer and in _’all his
dealings with his fellow-citizens.”®
After the war the will was restored to
the official files at Fairfax Court House,
where it iz now an object of patriotic
interest.
* .
x %
Gen. Burnside's battle at Fredericks-
burg, from which the north expected im-
portant results but

Burnside at which proved a
- serious disappoint-
. Fredericksburg. . . ¢ negan on tne

11th of December, 1862. In The Star of
that date is a dispatch from the front
descriptive as follows of the opening
operations of this engagement:
“Everything last night was bustle and
actlvity, as today was the time fixed for
the erossing of the river. During the
night the pontoons were conveyed to the
river and the artillery, 143 pieces, placed
in position opposite the city. At 5 o'clock
this morning the rebels fired two signal
guns, while during the latier part of the
night rockets were frequently seen within
their llnes. At 5 o'clock the construc-
tion of three bridges in front of the city
were commenced and when about com-

pleted the efiemy opened a murderous fire
of infantry from the houses on the river
bank. Up to this time not a shot had
been fired from our side.

“The engineers were driven from the
bridges and several killed and wounded.
At 6 o'clock Gen. Burnside ordered all
the guns to open on the city. The can-
nonade, which has continued without in-
terruption up to the present time (9
a.m.) is terrible. The city is on fire,
and its destruction appears to be cer-
tain. The enemy about 7 o’'clock opened
with their heavy guns from their works,
but so far have done no serious injury.
Gen. Franklin constructed his bridge/
about three miles below the city, meet-
ing with but slight oppesition. His
troops are now crossing. The gunboats
are now shelling the enéemy about
fifteen miles down the river, where theéy
have been concentrating their forces
during the past few days. The con-
centrated fire of our batteries on the
city has had the effect of driving back
the enemy’s infantry, and the work on
the bridges has again been commencad.
The troops are all under arms near the
river, prepared to rush over as soon as
the’ bridges are completed.”

®
* %

A second dispatch, dated at head-
quarters at 12 o'clock, ran:

“On the atiempt being
Further made to finish the bridges

in front of the city, the
B nepom' rebel infantry again opened
their fire. The artillery in position was
again opened on the city, the resuit
being that it was fired in several new
places. The enemy have used very little
artillery up to this time, as it would
endanger their own men, who are hold-
ing the river front. Gen. Burnside has
just issued an order to concentrate
every available gun tupon the city, un-
der cover of the fire of which it is be-
lieved the bridges can be finished. The
killed and wounded so far do not amount

to more than fifty men.”

The real battle was not fought until
Saturday, the 13th, and The Star eof
that day contained a brief dispatch from
the front, giving an inconclusive state-
ment of the progress of the fighting, the
results of which were at that time un-
known. It was not until the issue of
Tuesday, December 16, that the readers
of The Star learned that the army had
recrossed the Rappahannock, having
failed to carry the Confederate position.

SELF AND SOMEBODY ELSE

Just a few dollars is the price
That clears the playhouse wicket,
A dinper for two, chnmrl.m om ice,
A taxi and your ticket. .
Just a few dollars buys you fun,
A transient reaction;
Just a few dollars gives a ran
To selfish satisfaction.

v
Just a few dollars for some man
With wife and childrean five
Who on a pittance somehow can
eep all seven alive.
& 4 few dollars—that’'s epough,

g

THE BALKAN CONFEDERATION.

The plenipotentiaries of the combatants
who met at Baghtche are assembling at
J -~ London for conference,
Gathering at flanked by the ambassa-
dors of the powers, act-
London. fng, we are told, in an
advisory capacity. Advigory! Now,
heaven save the mark! The world holds
that the powers dre in great part, if not
entirely, responsible for the war and its
pacrifices. The peace of Turkey and of
Europe above all had perhaps been better
guarded at Baghtche between the victor
and the vanquished. But there Is hope
that some good may come of the confer-
ence, for there are two men who will
stand for the Balkan cause—sans peur et
sans reproche—for Bulgaria, Dr. Danef;
for Greece, M. Venezelos. There may be
a lesson in the conference for Europe.

Meantime a dispatch dated Belgrade,
Servia, has announced the gathering of
Austrian troops on the Servian frontier
and the recrudescence of provocations on
the part of the Vienna press has created
renewed agitation in Servia.

But neither that situation mnor the
speech of the German chancellor in the
reichstag, which created a passing ex-
citement, nor indeed the rumors concern-
ing the mobilization of the forces of Rus-
sla and Austria-Huneary, have shaken
the confldence of governments in the
maintenance of peace, The only fear of
war at all is the fear that the powers
may fall out and fight over the results of
the peace conference at London. But this
fear, it should be added, is extremely
vague.

The powers to which are attributed a
desire to go to war to block Servia from
having a port on the Adriatic are fully
eonecious of the fact at if there fis
something changed in kev there is
something likewlise changed in Europe.
In the first place, Turkey can no longer
be counted upon, at least for several
years, if ever, as an ally of the triplice.
This means a clear loss to the triplice of
its left wing. Then there is Italy, a
doubtful quantity, even thouzh she may
have signed the triple contract for an-
other three years.

*
® ®

No one appears to know just why the

Balkan armies, which were carrying the

crushed and defeated Turk

Balkan upon thelr bayonets to the

Halt very gates of Constantino-

i ple, halted and refused to

pluck the prize they had fairly won by
extraordinary military prowess.

Let us hasten to say that there will be
no war, neither with Turkey nor between
the powers of Europe. Just why the vie-
torious Balkan armies, having refused the
prize of Constantinople, accepted an
armistice is an enigma we make no
pretension to solve. We are told that
Bulgaria’'s army was depleted by enor-
mous losses; that it had no reserves,
and must needs call upon the Serviang for
the investment of Adrianople; that slege
guns were lacking; that cholera, which
had attacked the Turk, was more to be
feared than the foe, and finally that Rou-
mania’'s attitude was threatening.

It is true QGreece refused to accept
mediation at Baghtche for reasons that
were plausible. She had her enemy down
in front of her naval forces in the
Aegean sea and about to force his sur-
render. We are in the secrets of neither
the gods nor the diplomats, but we be-
lleve that while war will not come of the
conference, there may be a surprize and
a lesson for the powers. There is intima-
tion certain'y of something unusual In
the dispatch from Sofia of the 7th in-
stant, which =aid:

“According to reliable reports Adrian-
ople has provisions only for fifteen days.
Dr. Danef, returning from Baghtche,
declared that peace would be arranced
successfully. The Turkish delegates were
conclliatory. and the fact that Turkey
was willing to leave the fortresses with-
out revictualing was considered a proof
that Turkey did not wish to waste time.

Subsequently a dispatch from London
on the Sth instant announced that Dr.
Danef while en route from Bucharest to
London would endeavor to reconcile Roue
mania’s territoral and economical as-
pirations with Bulgaria's interests. On
the same day a digspatch announced that
King Charles addressed the an
parliament on the situation. The king
referred to Roumania’s neutrality in the
war just closed, but added significantly
that the Roumanian army wWas on a War
footing and ready for action should the
necessity arise.

3
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What Roumania is to

Roumania’s the Balkan confederation,
Italy is to the triple alli-
Status. ance; both are unknown

quantities. Roumania, topographically, is
a part of the Balkan question. The Rou-
manians are descended in great part from
Roman colonists under Trajan established
in Dacia, and who in the eighteenth cen-
tury founded the principalities of Mol-
davia and Wallachia. In the Russo-Turco-
Roumanian war Roumanja ceded Bess-
arabia to Russia in exchange for Dou-
roulga. The congress of Berlin (Ialy)
recognized her Independence and Rou-
mania was constituted a kingdom in 1881,
Charles of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen was
proclaimed King of Roumania Ma.cn 2¢,

1861. In literature Queen Eiizabeth is
known under the pseundonym of Carmen
Sylva.

The Bulgaria, published in Sofia, the
organ of M. Danef, declared that in cer-
tain circles in Vienna faithful to the tra-
ditlons of Metternich there is an effort to
raise the Roumanian against the Bul-
garian, to provoke hostllity between the
two countries to the advantage of Aus-
tria-Hungary. “We have full confidence
in the Roumanian government,” sa)s the
Bulgaria. “We do not admit that Rou-
mania can be deceived, for thg change of
the status quo signifies the disappearance
of the tyrannical reigmn which was the
obstacle to the pacific development of the
peoples of the Balkans. The Roumanians
will be welcome in the Balkans alllance,
where their place is marked. They can-
not be jealous of their future allies and
the efforts of Vienna will be barred by a
rock of granite.”

The question af the autonomy of Alba-
nia, which is an issue between Austria
and Servia, is an old issue betwecn Aus-
tria and Italy.

Italy has apparently ranged herself on
the slde of Austria against Servia.
this mean that Italy prefers the autono-
mous Albania demanded by Austria to
an Albania divided between Servia, Mon-
tenegro and Greece? Italy nevertheless
was the first of the powers to accept the
formula, “The Balkans for the Balkan

les.”
pe‘?ll;aua fara da sa” iz a familiar quota-
tion in Italy. Italy has need of no one.
The truth is Italy has always had need
of some one, and at no moment more

than at present
The independent press of Italy mani-
because of the ac-

much ill humor
iei:::. of Itallan diplomacy in concert with |
Austria apparently hostile to Servia. The
press demands, let Italy separate herself
from Austria’s policy against the Balkan

states.
The Massegero of Rome writes: “The

only discordant voice iIn the European
concert is that of Austria. Italy ls With
Servia. The Italo-Austrian con-
cerning Albanla was com at a pe-

riod when the rights of a third v
were not affirmed In an ﬂMQ

way.” ;
.The Giornale d'Italia says:.*“We do not

subscribe to, the manecuvers at Vienna,
nor that the future indtpendent Albani:
shall be_another political and ica

satellite of the dualist ! 5y

The Giornale &'Italia is fiot d recen:!
convert to such wviews. 1 reeall having
read a remarkable article therein, com-
paring Austria's pacific penetration of Ai
bania and the interests that accrued t.
Austria. The article advised the Ital'an
government to have ita eves Open and
keep in mind the aspirations of Aastr.a.
The article is Important, for it wan signed
by a then distinguished journalist, San
Giuliano, who is now minister of forelgn

affalrs of Italy.

The truth iz that Albania autonomous
is an Austrian Albania. The Adriatio is a
question of life or death between Aus-
tria and Italy, and no one knows this
better than the Marquis San Glullano.
Why, gmiefore. thhluumvm on the
part taly, w is incomprehensi-
ble and descreditable?

Will Roumania and Italy sheow their
hands at the conference at London?
Does one or the other or both propose
to treat the plenipotentiaries to & pleas-
ant surprise?

- L
.

We have boon' treated, in anticipation
of the conference, to a surpri®e in the
form of a demand by Tur--

Surprising key to enter the Balkani>
D i confederation. This s =«

real surprise—almost a
shock. But were we not equally sur-
prised when, after the Russo-Japaness
war, We learned that these two rivals
in the far edst had made a treaty of
friendship and peace? Turkey has fal-
lowed closely the Japanese movement,
but was not able to profit by Japan's
! ideals. But for a fact both Bulgaria and
S8ervia made the proposition to Turkey
several years ago. M. Milovanowitch, for-
imer minister of foreign affairs of Servia,
three yvears ago referred to it in the
Temps.

The Tribuna of Rome publishes an in-
terview with Admiral Bettelo, ex-minis-
ter of marine, in which he says, perti-
nently:

“Italy could not tolerate in the Adriatic
mi'itary ports susceptible of becoming
military bases for the military operations
by other powers. Durazzo does mot ‘end
itself very wel! to the creation of a mili-
tary port, but Vallona does by its geo-
graphical situation—at the head of a
deep gulf, where a formidable fortress
can be constructed. If Durazso should
be made a commercial port Italy should
welcome that, because it would open a
commercial route from the Adriatic to the
Danube.

“But Italy should never consent,” said
| Admiral Bettelo, “that a great power
| should insta!ll itself at Valiona, directly
or indirectly. If Valiona should be thus
transformed Italy alone should be calied
upon to occupy it, for in the hands or
another power it would diminish consld-
erab y the efficacy of other meritorious
places—Tarenta and Brindisi—to the det-
riment of Italy's atn.t*h supremacy

whom she had brought to
Tripolitan earth in Tripoll. Italy

I confess I feit that
infidelity toward Montenegro's
Otherwise the peace of Ouchy was an act
of stupidity, sometimes manifested by an
individual, by a state mever.

It appears that the public and press of
Italy commence to discuss the question
in the above sense. I am left to wonder
that they have walted so long. An ar-
ticle by the distinguished Ed-
mond Scarfoglio in the Mattino will iad
an echo everywhere. I cite:

““The fall of the Ottoman empire,” sald
Signor Scarfoglio, “may not be a chapter
of Elavo-hellenic history, but a
of Italian history, and Italy may find -
self at the head of a Balkanic confedera-

i

tribution of the political forces in Europe,

Italy may hold a privileged situation

c1{;11'.1:11 no one a year ago had dared pre-
ct. -

“Gluseppe Mazzini, with other Italian
patriots, cherished the hope of seeing
Italy enter Constantinople, the head
of a vast oriental confederation. Magzin!
wrote in 1871 in the Roma, del Popolo, a
letter which became famous as a sort of
political testament in which this political
genius examined the future of Eu-
rope. On the eve of the conference at
London of the Balkan confederation
which has overwhelmed the Turk and
thrown open the gates of Constantinopi«
Mazzini's letter will be read with wonder
and amazement. [ cite only the part re-
lating to Turkey:

*
* %
“The flav peoples of Europe will pre-
vail over Turkey, and the Ottoman em-
pire is condemned to dis-
Mazzini's solve without doubt be-
fore the Austrian empire.

Forecast.

be the signal

but the fall of the one wiii
of the near fall of the
other. The Austrian empire is an admin-
| jstration, not a state: but the empire of
| the Turk in Europe is a forelgn encamp-
ment isolated in soll from others, with
np community of faith, tradition, tend-
ency, activity, without real agricuiture,
without administrative capacity, already
invaded by the Greeks, today by the
Armenians, disseminated along the Bos-
phorus hostile to this government they
serve. Reduced to inaction by the fanatic
Mussulman, the victorious race is closed
in, choked by Christian and
has given to the world for a century
neither an idea, mor a power, nor an
industrial discovery, and it counts less
than two millions of souls encircled by
thirteen or fourteen milljons of European
Slavs or Greeks thirsting for life, aspir-
ing after revolt. And there 18 mo lack
in that insurrection of the means of
converting it imto rapid victory, excepl
of union and accord between these three
elements still jealous of their old war
hatreds and their mutual oppression. To
prosper and cause to prevall the basis
of that accord is Italy’s mission.”
Mazzini possessed the art of divination.
He has foreseen everything, the accord
of the Slavs and the Turks, the defeat
of thve Turks, the wounds inflicted
upon Austria, all except the attitude of
Italy. 17 Mazzini could return to this
world he would be astonished to see
Italy, in appearance at least, imn place
of being the head and fromt of the
Balkans, opposed to them and on the

side of Austria!l
CH. CHAILLE-LONG.

NO NOBEL PRIZE THIS YEAR.

From the Boston Globe.

The Nobel peace
awarded this year,
it. On the contrary,
to be made to pay a

From the Detroit Free Press. .
The Nobel peace prize will not be

awarded this year. There's no use talk-

ing, it has been a bad year for peace.

From the Syracuse Herald.

Instead of retaining the unawarded No-
bel peace prize of this year for the bene-
fit of the foundation fund, why not set
it apart and offer a double prize for next
year to the statesman who has most to
do with averting that threatened free-

for-all scrap?

From the Utica Observer.
It is announced from Christiania, Nor-

prize of $40,000 is not
pecause nobody earned
some people ought
fine.

%

n-llurnltolhunl%
his life is bard and kis
then thank God yon've

Touche Hancock, In

LE

way, that there will be no award of the
N:Ll peace prize this year, as th-rs
has been ‘“‘no work worthy of the prize.
Perhaps they think the election would

bar all Americans from consideraion,
But it wasn’'t really such a very flerce
affair.
From the New Orleans Times-Democrat,

The report that the Nobel peace prize
is not to be awarded this year may
those hard-w




